rnrc 


Mpr> ^ r » v 
THE COUNTY: 


Another "Hiring" Incident 

THE ARBITRARY REJECTION OF A NEWLY-HIRED WORKER MAY BRING A LAWSUIT ON THE COUNTY: THE NEW 
CONTROVERSY POINTS UP THE POWER CENTERED IN THE ADMINISTRATOR'S OFFICE, AND THE LONG-FELT 
NEED FOR CLEAR DEFINITIONS IN INYO COUNTY'S PERSONNEL POLICIES; A CRUCIAL MEETING THIS WEEK. 

*Tf A YOUNG INDEPENDENCE MAN GOES TO COURT THIS WEEK - AS HE SAYS HE WILL - THE ONGOING ISSUE 
of Inyo County's fast-and-loose hiring policies may come to a head, in a lawsuit. Jack 
-L Pound of Independence says that he was hired as an assistant to the county CETA co-ordina- 

tor, notified to report to his — ' "■ - - 

new job on April 2 5, and then 
was notified three days before 
he was to go to work that the 
county was reconsidering his 
appointment. Meanwhile, he had 
resigned his other employment 
and also had turned down a job 
offered him by the Forest Ser« 
vice. The county's decision to 
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hire someone else left him out of work. Pound, 
angered by the county's refusal to honor what 
he considers a legitimate job appointment — and 
by the fact he was left without a job - contac¬ 
ted a lawyer who was to appear in his behalf 
before the board of supervisors this week. 

fhe sudden new development lends some vers¬ 
ification to charges that "too much power" is 
centered in the county administrator's office. 
It was the administrator, John K. Smith, who 
personally rejected Pound after he had already 
been hired by CETA Co-ordinator Jennifer Deme¬ 
an and Assistant County Administrator Mike fen- 
ford. Hanford now claims that he "did not knovV' 
about Duncan's appointment of Pound, although 
earlier he told a newsman that he was aware of 
the appointment and that it was he who wrote a 

(See The COUNTY, Page 2) 


HEALTH 


MOSQUITOES “WAITING” 

FOR THE LACK OF A WHIRLYBIRD, THE 
MOSQUITO CONTROLLERS MAY BE IN BAD 
TROUBLE WHEN THE COOL WEATHER ENDS 

T HE HELICOPTER COMPANIES DON'T WANT TO FLY; 
the mosquitoes do. So the county health de¬ 
partment, faced with what may be a record 
year for mosquitoes, may have on its hands a 
minor crisis. Helicopter companies want little 
to do with missions they consider "agricultur¬ 
al" work because of insurance costs, special 
certification for pilots using insecticides, 
special testing of pilots, annual physical ex¬ 
aminations and a host of regulations that cons¬ 
tantly change. 

So what do heliedpters have to do with a 
^horde of mosquitoes? The health department's 
k mosquito control program has found that a high 
percentage of the valley's mosquitoes breed in 
rain-filled pools of standing water located in 
•otherwise inaccessible areas of the valley. A 
helicopter used last year is unavailable, and a 
local chopper service has no certified pilot. 

If Inyo Countians have so far escaped a 
lot of mosquito bites itte only because continu¬ 
ing cold winds have subdued - not killed — the 
disease-carrying insects "so far." 

"We know they are out there," says one of 
the county's mosquito control experts, "They're 
just waiting for better weather." 

The Department of Water and Power, on 
whose land about of Inyo's mosquitoes find 
breeding water, has been less than helpful in 
the difficult - and costly - control program* 
(See MOSQUITOES on Page 12) 


“SOFT” ON DWP 


NEWS BRIEFS 


INYO'S NON-AGREEMENT WITH THE DWP; DEAN 
KNIGHT UNDER FIRE AGAIN; TRACEY UP FOR 
THIRD WIN; AND A SWINGER ON A TOUR BUS 

THE COUNTY ADMINISTRATION GETTING "SOFT 
on DWP?" A few officials and private ob¬ 
servers think so after watching the dis¬ 
mal cave-in of county forces at the conclusion 
of negotiations that would have created an a- 
greement between state water agencies, the In¬ 
yo representatives and the Department of Water 
and Power. As it turned out, the long-argued 
document resulted in no "agreement" at all, a 
specific of the final draft insisted upon by 
a petulant DWP* "Nothing contained herein con¬ 
stitutes an agreement or commitment by any 
party to develope...a long range water res¬ 
ources management plan for the Owens Valley." 
Why then, all the meetings, all the conferenc¬ 
es, all the talk of the past several months ? 
Couqty Administrator John K. Smith defends the 
final signing of the non-agreement by arguing 
that "It has one-third of what it should have 
had. But we've got the door open, and we've 
got the state in on the act." True, for the 
first time in the history of the water fight 
state-level agencies are aware of the exist¬ 
ence of Inyo County on the face of the earth. 
As for the "soft on DWP" charge. Smith answers 
"No, I don't think they're going soft. It's a 
real complicated issue, with the state in on 
the act. If anything is to be done at all, then 
it's not possible to take a hard line on any¬ 
body." 

But another county official. District 
.Attorney L.H. "Buck" Gibbons, says he thinks 
the board of supervisors is "worn down" on DWP 
issues. "We worked on the language on that a— 
greeraent for six months. There are things in 
it because of the county, things there for the 
DWP. But the DWP did get the changes they most 
recently requested." And critical changes they 
certainly were; the only "agreement" that any¬ 
one now has in writing with DWP concerning a 
long-hoped-for water management plan, is an a- 
greement that there won't be any agreement. 
Said Supervisor Wilma Muth, Inyo's representa¬ 
tive at the last meeting: "DWP was afraid we 're 
going to attack their water lights." That, of 
course, had been the whole issue, and, in that 
sense, Inyo County - again - lost hands' down. 

CLAIMING THAT DEVELOPER DEAN KNIGHT'S PLUSH 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 11) 
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The COUNTY. Continued 
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letter to Pound on April 20 notifying him that 
"the position of CETA Program Operator be re- 
advertised because of the interest that has 
been indicated by the community." Hanford had 
also added "We hope that you are not too incon¬ 
venienced by this arrangement." At the time of 
the letter, both the county administrator and 
Duncan were out of town. Questioned about his 
letter, Hanford nervously declined comment and 
also asked that the media "not make a big iss¬ 
ue out of this." He asked the newsmen to "hold 
off until John K. returns. We're going to talk 
to Jack and I'm sure we 'll. work this out with 
him. I didn't know about him quitting his oth¬ 
er job and turning down the Forest Service job 
to get this one." Pound was notified that he 
should "re-apply for the position and your ap¬ 
plication will be considered." Upon the return 
of the county administrator, interviews were ' 
held with the three applicants the county had 
on file with the county. Pound was not accept¬ 
ed. 

After the interview Pound expressed fur¬ 
ther anger over a remark attributed to Smith: 
"It depends on how Pound handles this whether 
he ever has any kind of job with the county." 
Pound saw a veiled threat in Smith's remark 
and took the issue to his lawyer, ^eanwhile, he 
began looking for other work (The Forest Serv¬ 
ice job had already been filled and was no logg¬ 
er available), and found temporary work at an 
Independence service station owned by the CETA 
co-ordinator's husband. 

It v/as learned over the weekend that the 
lawyer, John. Bush, had asked for an "emergency 
spot" on this week's supervisors' agenda, a 
request granted through the district attorney '3 
office. 

And also over the weekend, NEWS-LETTER 
contacted Smith for an interview concerning the 
issue. It is reproduced in part as follows: 

Q: '’.That happened in the Pound hiring case? 

JKS: 1 Ye interviewed the top three..Pound 
was number three tied with someone else, so we 
interviewed John Lemons of Bishop, Eva Poole of 
Lone Pine, and Pound. We had to determine which 
was most qualified. We decided that Poole or 
Lemons had more qualifications. Ms. Duncan was 
leaning toward Pound.... 

(Note: Duncan was askei why she had se¬ 
lected Pound - number three - and she revealed 
that the other applicants had college back¬ 
grounds in zoology and creative writing , that 
these were less valuable in a CETA gob than 
Pound's degree in social work. As to her auth¬ 
ority to hire, D'uncan said she had previously 
hived other workers with no more than the okay 
of Hanford and Smith "without any problem. ") 

Q: Didn't she consult Mike Hanford? 

JKS: Mike says he doesn't recall. 

Q: When you are out of town doesn't Han¬ 
ford have authority? 

JKS: If he understands what my understand¬ 
ing is. u e is my assistant. H e can act on my 
authority in an emergency, but he always clears 
with me before a decision. If I lose that con¬ 
trol, I'm in trouble. 

Q: Why was this routine appointment that 
in similar cases has not been contested turned 
into such a big deal? 

JKS: because Jennifer Duncan got out of 
line. I wasn't there. An you know, the board 

is sensitive to CETA appointments ard person¬ 
nel in general. Pound is a friend of hersj it's 
close to nepotism when you start selecting on 
ilie basis of association. 

Q: Was Pound turned down because he was 
once on the radio news and is a business assoc¬ 
iate of mine? 

(Note: NEWS-LETTER reporter Kessler and 

Pound are associated with another partner in 
an Independence avartment rental venture, and 
Pound had at one time appeared briefly on a 
radio news show.) 

JKS: I didn't know Jack Pound at all un- *. 
til I interviewed Laurie Smith. During the in¬ 
terview, I asked her what her long-term plans r 

were. She mentioned Pound as her. boy friend, ’ 

that he owned property and lived in Independ¬ 
ence . 

Q: Does his association with me have any¬ 
thing to do with his not being hired? 

JKS: That has absolutely nothing to do 
with it. 'Why did you ask that? 

Q: Just asking... 

Q: Why wasn't Ms. Duncan on the inter¬ 
viewing board?Arent department heads usually 
in on the interviews with people who are hired 
to work with them? 

JKS: No reason. If I'd had time, I would 
have been on the board that hired the first 
man. I am almost always on the interview team. 

Q: Do you personally have the final say 
in all hiring policies? 

JKS: Not at all. Just mg own department. 
Seven people. <. 

Q: But don't you set all the policies? 

JKS: No. I certify qualified applicants 
and the applications go to the department heads 
for selection. 

Q: The county's hiring-firing policies 
sometimes seem fuzzy... 

, JKS: You made some broad observations in 
your News-Letter on 'poor personnel policies' 
and as a result of that image the board gets 
people calling them. 

Q: It's instances like this issue that 
make the stories and confuse everyone as to 
where the county stands on hiring and firing. 

Do you have anything written down as to policy? 

JKS: Yes...Y('e have a personnel merit sys¬ 
tem with rules and regulations which we basic¬ 
ally abide by....But there are no ironclad 
rules. It's the best way....But we do have it 
down in writing, a board resolution, but you 
can't make it so ironclad not to hire the best 
person. Vfe have to have leeway. .. 

Meanwhile, the questions were also taken * 
to another member of the interviewing commit¬ 
tee - Norman Paulson, selected over Duncan to 
talk to the three applicants. 

Q: Vshat happened in the interview of Jack 
Pound? 

NP: Nig approach was as objective as I can 
be. I like him. He has a good education. If 
there's ever an opening in welfare. I'll con¬ 
sider him. I think what may have hurt him was 
the letter delivered to us before the inter¬ 
view. It was a veiled threat. It didn't help 
his position. 

Q: TIThat did the letter say? , 

NP: That in his opinion he was offered 
the job, that he had terminated one job and had 
turned down another for it. u e felt .that we had 
done something really unfair. Therefore he "was 

(See The COUNTY, on Page 7) 







»»»NOTES FROM B.K .«« 

TOM KElIttL HASN'T GIVEN UP,but 
the response he got from In¬ 
dependence people in his plan 
to set up a youth center was 
definitely lukewarm if not oot- 
^ right chilly« It’s alreadybeai 
tried, here and elsewhere; the 
kids would like ’’something to 
do,” or a ’’place,” but exper¬ 
iments show that the last thing 
they want is ’’supervision.” A 
contradiction, since without 
it the ’’place” becomes a wreck. Newell is one 
of the county's probation workers; old enough 
-* to see the need for something , young enough to 
have experienced no erosion of idealism, naive 
enough to think it might work. 

wt# 



AND NEWELL'S GOT MORS THAN TEENS ON HIS MIND 
these days. She is Elaine Caravati, a Mono 
County occupational therapist who shares Tom’s 
consuming interest in youth. They’ve set a date: 
August 5> lost Valley Farm, an Alabama Hills 
greenspot. Do they plan a big family? He didn't 
say. 




VEH l PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Bill and Sharon Tal¬ 
bott ^of Bishop. He’s the dentist, y'know, and 
all his patients (well really not ally of course) 
think he’s the greatest. Lots of concern And 
TLC with the Novocaine, and boy do we need more 
of that these days. 

ROLL OUT THE CARPETS, RED, and the calves, fat¬ 
ted. Call a holiday, strike up the school band 
and don the festive raiment. Hizzoner Bradley 
is sending up one of his diplomats, ’’Chief Lia¬ 
ison for the Owens Valley,” Ray Remy and some 
of the DWP usuals. Here to look over the colon¬ 
ies, perchance to gloat. They arrive Saturday, 
for the usual drill: Inyo-Mono Committee meet¬ 
ing to rehash items on a predictable agenda, 
lot sales, the Diaz Lake lease, the "commercial 
development in Lone Pine and Bishop,” and who's 
kidding who 0 

IF YOU ASK ME, A GOOD WEEKEND TO GO SOMEWHERE 
else. Like maybe Mammoth, to watch the snow 
melt. They 'e closing down two of the lifts 
"very soon," and who, after all, wears ski duds 
after May. Business is off, up there, so there 
may be room to breathe. All in all, it was a 
mai*velou$ winter. 

ADD VPP DEPT: The Leland Brays and the Blaine 
'Wallaces. 3ray's the lawyer, Wallace the CPA. 
Nobody's heard a wo 3rd f3x>m them in mpre than a 
* week. They're all somewhere down in Mexico and 
at last report were in a place where t3rying to 
telephone is a waste of time. 

-K-fr* 

AND WHERE, BESIDES MANANA-LAND, is everybody 
going these days? We talked to Nancy Va3mum, 
Bishop's gadabout vacation-arranger (High Sie3>- 
ra Travel Service), and she said most of the 
Inyo travelers still opt for Hawaii and Mexico, 
with a few rese3?vations for Europe later on. 

And the travel service business is up, locally 
reflecting a national trend. A few braver, 
richer souls are heading for the Orient and not 
complaining too much about the exchange rate 
rip-off. A year or so ago a dollar bought 275 
yen, this year only 220. Translated into budget 
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English, that means you'll be paying about $12 
for an average breakfast, $22 for lunch and up 
to $50 for dinner in Tokyo. "Why so much? Well, 
you see, in recent years, Americans have been 
buying lots n' lots of Toyotas, Datsuns, Soriys, 
Hondas, Japanese steel, Japanese clothes, etc. 
The balance of trade is all out of whack. 

SOME OTHER PEOPLE WE KNOW are doing a kind of 
"in" thing in L.A. Tired of the south-coast 
resorts (and the north-coast resorts), they're 
taking some "weekends off" to get re-acquaint¬ 
ed with the old home town itself, LA...Motor¬ 
ing in to the Central City (would you believeJ) 
and checking into the Biltmore or the Bonaven- 
ture, then tooling around town all weekend. 

THE MADISON AVENUE CANDIDATE-PACKAGERS couldn't 
have thought of a better campaign gimmick than 
Moe Jacobson's. Moe shopped around, looked at 
all the cards, pencils, calendars, etc., then 
turned up with something new: little packets 
of Forget-me-not seeds with his picture on 
the back. 

HOT BIG, AND HOT Small DO YOU LIKE YOUR TELEVIS- 
ion? The big ones have been around for some 
time - like the life-size (6-foot or more) 
Advent Videobeam, which projects Laverne and 
Shirley big as life in your living room. And 
now (what else?), we have the "World's First 
Pocket TV" from Sinclair Radionics, Inc., of 
New York. Yep, a portable TV, two-inch screen, 
U" by 6 3/ii" by 1 3A"* Tt weighs 26 ounces, 
easily fits in pocket or purse. Called the 
Microvision Pocket TV. If you’ve been spoiled 
by living color, forget it; Microvision only 
comes in dying black and white. Some specialty 
stores have them in stock at about $395* Not 
much help up here in cable-land. 

ANOTHER NEW ARRIVAL: Linden McDowell, May 2, 
seven pounds, seven and a half ounces. Sister 
to three-year-old Heather. The parents: Phil 
and Cheryl McDowell. Best news we've heard out 
of the DA's office (He's a deputy DA) in weeks. 
Mom and Dad doing fine, thanks. 

EMILY MARTIN (ANOTHER VPP) is leaving the ski 
slopes (coming back down to easrth you might 
say), and hopes to return to the media menage 
of Inyo County. She was a reporter for the 
county paper and got enough printer’s ink in 
her blood to become addicted to the trade. 

COLLECTORS' ITEMS THAT ESCAPED THE LOS ANGELES 
shredder: Old LA Water Works Bonds, dating 
back to the early 1900's, now falling into the 
hands of a few people in Inyo. And therein lies 
a tale. It seems that a paper collector (buys 
it by the pound, resells for recycling, etc.) 
got hold of three bales of the old bond cert¬ 
ificates and sta3~ted peddling them individual¬ 
ly for a nickle here, a dime there, two-bits 
somewhere else, or for whatever the traffic 
would bear. Our source tells us that the wo:xi 
got out and an L.A. detective called him up 
to get them back. The man reportedly lives in 
Reno, and somehow the Reno police got in on 
the act, and picked up the remaining bonds, 
all of which have long since matured, been 
paid off, etc. Apparently somebody in Los Ang¬ 
eles doesn't ’want the old ces^tificates to get 
(More B.K.'s NOTES, Page L) 
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out, although no one is quite sure just why. 
Typical, certificate, dated 1907, bearing an en¬ 
graving of a picture of Mt. IMhitney would you 
believ =, and signed by then-Mayor George Alex¬ 
ander, natured Dec., 1929. A few of the old 
certificates, we are told, will probably make 
their ,-.y to the museum at Independence. Hope¬ 
fully, no one from the city will try to recov¬ 
er them. 

MOST OF THOSE OLD BONDS - AND THERE WERE THOU- 
sands of them printed- were issued in $500 and 
$1000 amounts. From such as these, at L or U '2 
percent interest, some of LA's Old Guard made 
fortunes off Owens Valley's water. Until we 
called to get more information, DWP knew noth¬ 
ing about the loose bond certificates. At ^sh¬ 
op, DWP's Chuck Macauley called the LA office 
and no one there knew anything about the inci¬ 
dent. But, "fascinated," they're checking with 
Reno. There is some speculation that the cert¬ 
ificates may have somehow got loose last year. 

RITA BROMLEY, Inyo's popular county clerk, in 
Reno for "four to six weeks" undergoing radia¬ 
tion treatments at a hospital there. What, 
specifically, is she suffering from? Clerk's 
office workers declined to say, but they assur¬ 


ed callers that Rita "definitely" remains in 
the running for re-election, and "may be able 
to arrange to come down on election day." We - 
and a lot of other people - hope she will have 
some good news for us then) a fast, sure rec¬ 
overy. 

THEY FINALLY GOT THE SOUND SYSTEM WORKING at 
the Ahmanson Theater and so Lena Horne, look¬ 
ing young as ever, comes across great in pal 
Joey ’78. Three solos, but they back her up 
with plenty of chorus these days. Also drawing 
crowds: Kiley in Van frcm La Mancha , at the 
Pantages. These, and some new openings, make a 
trip to LA worth the trouble. 

IF YOU WANT SOME FASCINATING READING - some¬ 
thing really out of the ordinary - and some 
sound philosophy, find a friend in the Masonic 
Lodge and ask to borrow a little known book: 
Morale and Dogma by Albert Pike. Belongs with 
the world's great literature. 

4HH4- 

...AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS, 
every day... 

- Sincerely, 



(Advertisement) 


■ ^ "The strength of a nation shall remain in the hands of the people, and if 
the nation should falter - groups, associations and organizations will beckon 
the support of the People. All, save one, shall be cast aside." 

★ ★ ★ it ★ 

Eagle is not one; Eagle is all. Eagle is Americana. Eagle is an idea, a 
belief in America, a knowing that all walks of life have contributed to this mak¬ 
ing of America. Eagle is a belief in the beliefs of the People. 

In a time of placing people in categories - Republican, Democratic, Black, 

White, Yellow, Male, Female, Conservative, Liberal, "in" or "out" - it is re¬ 
freshing to know that the principles of these United States are still flourish- 
ishinq in an organized group of A mericans , an organization that is partaking in 
what is called "The American Reformation." 

The strength of America has always been found in its people, the masses, 
the majority. Without them, who would have ventured into the uncharted seas, 
carved settlements from a hostile environment, watered crops sometimes with 
sv/eat and tears, defended their ideals - American ideals - with their own blood 
and the blood of their enemies? 

Because of the strong faith in America, the legislators must hastily chanqe 
their priorities and take a stronq hand in satisfying the simple, mundane and 
accessible wants of the People. 

If these wants are not met in the near future, Americans will turn to al¬ 
tered forms of government which will satisfy their base needs at a cost of some 
or all of the freedoms that you take for granted now. Remember, if a people 
have little or no access to the government which directly controls their destin¬ 
ies, they will, as a matter of survival, rebel. 

Look around. Even as you sit there reading this column, Nazi leaders are 
planning the destruction of your American way of life; upper-echelon KKK plot 
against the Almighty and His creations; big government officials play master 
to smaller government entities; big businesses manipulate the workers and con¬ 
sumers for selfish gain. 

For whom do the government officials serve? Do 'they presently serve a ve¬ 
ry small minority of non-Americanized heirarchy at the expense of humanity? 

Eagle is prepared to "assume the powers of the Earth." 

-EAGLE 

To learn more about Eagle, its beliefs, aims and goals, address enquiries to 

***** EAGLE, P.0. Box 1776, Bishov, Ca. t 93514 

"- ,l " (This soace paid f or by EAGLE, a non-profit organization)^* 
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Vivitar 

35 CA 35mm 
CAMERA 


Vivitar 

MODEL 50 

ELECTRONIC 

FLASH 


You won't need a crystal 
ball to know what lies ahead 
with this combo... 
perfectly exposed, razor-sharp prints or slides every time I 

They work together like magic. The super-compact 35 CA features 
automatic exposure control and accurate rangefinder focusing. Mount 
the 50 Flash on top and like magic, the camera automatically sets the 
flash exposures tool And the 50 Flash gets up to 200 flashes from one 
tiny alkaline battery. 

All you have to do is focus and shoot, for stunning photos indoors 
or outdoors, day or night. 

This is Vivitar's smallest, lightest camera and electronic flash com¬ 
bination. They look great together, easily slip into a pocket or purse, 
and work together automatically without cords. 

Black or Chrome camera with pouch case, RnTH t AAAf 
wrist strap, tens cap and battery, oni v ^ O / ' ^ 



plus Model 50 Flash with battery 


ONLY 

' i( REG. $134.95 

See them now at 


PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SERVICE A 
SUPPLY... 
RENTALS 
DARKROOM 
EQUIPMENT... 
REPAIRS... 
BLUEPRINTING . 
CUSTOM 

FRAMING.. 
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CAMERA HOUSE 

DDQUDUODODUUUUUQOO 


ieo No. Main St. 

BISHOP, CA 03014 


PHONK (71 A) 072-0877 



real estate •. 




1 . INSTANT HOME: Beautiful Mobile in a 
park-like setting . 

2. OLANCHA ACREAGE: Highway frontage, 

3. 28 ACRES: One of a kind , ISO fruit 
trees, Ideal guest ranch or artist*s 
retreat. Call for more details. 



We’re Here For You. w 

Each office is independently owned and operated. 


raurc 


03 


X.Jiff 


bus. (714) 076-4121 


PtAllOP* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 
—■ f«s. (714) 876-4442 


| PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYOE GEORGE/associate" 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121 

310 so. main street, suite 108 

lone pine, California 93545 


VOTE 

JUNE6 
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In an office, the quality of production Is not nec¬ 

essarily measured by the "time" put Into It. Know¬ 
how and experience save time. I've manaqed a suc¬ 
cessful business and worked "full-time" for the county, 
’ffffme" is Important; know-how makes better use of it. 

THIS YEAR, 

LET'S GET 
BACK TO 
BASICS... 
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FOR SUPERVISOR, 


DISTRICT 3 


EXPERIENCED, RESPONSIVE AND RESPONSIBLE 


RESTORE COMMON SENSE 

TO COUNTY GOVERNMENT 
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IF YOU NEED HELP IN 
PLACING TOUGH RISKS, 

S*r - -vv>s 

We Insure Everything From.. 


- * X) « V ' CC * 

? m rV* *• .> •-ft'; 
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getting ^*S^rsomTnra^ 
BU y c ' c ^Policeman 
Bo•'// Po, >'« r, 'P h c« LiabilV 

Pony Kings or Sweeps 
Products Liability 
Races 

Rest Homes 
Restaurants 
Retail Stores 

Ta/S/D 


E*ir)jrounds 

F *l»e Arrest 

E*rtners Markets 

rarms 
Pi re 


,TO 
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'“"‘L 
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...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES’, PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 

KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. » 

R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON - Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lono Pino, California 
Phono 876-4 105 
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...INYO...MONO 

a..NYE AND ESMERALDA COUNTIES 
OF CALIFORNIA 
AND NEVADA... 


Beet regards from "Fieh J n n Rabbit" 
and "Angelo" 



MILOVICH BROS., INC. 

SHELL OIL JOBBERS 
1290 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP, CALIFORNIA 93514 


NYE-OIL, inc.,TONOPAH 
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The County Seat is 

45 miles a way., and sometimes 

IT SEEMS LIKE LIGHT-YEARS AWAY. THEY 
MAKE A LOT OF DECISIONS AT INDEPENDENCE, 
HOLD A LOT OF MEETINGS. MANY OF THESE 
DIRECTLY AFFECT YOUR LIFE; DID THEY HEAR 
YOUR VIEW BEFORE THEY DECIDED? LET'S 
BRING SOME OF THOSE MEETINGS TO BISHOP, IF 
THE ISSUES HAVE TO DO WITH US. 


H.B. “Lefty” IRWIN, 
Candidate for 
SUPERVISOR, 
District #1 
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The COUNTY, Continued 

upset and if he didn't get the job, it was im¬ 
plied that there would be legal action. •• 

Q:What was all the confusion to start 

with? 

NP: There seemed to be some misunderstan¬ 
ding of who could do what* Jennifer thought she 
had the authority to hire an assistant and she 
gave Jack the job*..and he accepted it* 

Q: Could you have picked any one of the 
top three? 

NP: Yes • 

Pound turned over to the news service a 
. copy of his letter to the interviewing commit¬ 
tee, and said he found nothing in it that was 
"threatening." And in fact the communication 
appeared to be exceptionally conciliatory in 
its tone. It read, in part: "Certainly I am 
willing to co-operate with the county in any 
way possible to work out this problem, and I 
am certainly willing to go through another in¬ 
terview with you and the committee. It is my 
understanding that when Ms, Duncan hired me, 
she did so along policy lines that by precedent 
have been thoroughly acceptable to standard 
procedure in Inyo County/ and therefore I feel 
that I am already hired.... 

"...I sincerely hope that we can work 
this matter out to everyone's satisfaction, and 
that I can go to work immediately in the *CETA 
office. The time, and of course, the money in 
terms of wages that I have already lost creates 
an understandable inconvenience*..., 

"...Thank you for your consideration and 


understanding of my position," 

A recent grand jury had taken notice of 
the county's faulty personnel situation, and 
the county employees' association had sought 
clarification of hiring procedures "for the 
past three years." A former grand jury foreman, 
Moe Jacobson, was contacted in regard to the 
jury's findings, 

"We made a specific recommendation in 
light of the sub-standard personnel policies 
in county departments we looked at* We recom¬ 
mended that t he board-retain on a short-term 
basis expert help to review and formulate up- 
to-date personnel guidelines," said Jacobson* 

"We had called for outside input so there 
could be some objectivity. We recognized that 
the policies were formulated in good faith ov¬ 
er many years, but we also recognized that 
there are deficiencies in light of a growing 
and more complex county government," 

The Jack Pound issue comes on the heels 
of a long series of questionable hiring - and 
filing - incidents which appear to have center¬ 
ed around the county administrator's office. 

Some of the victims of the county's non-polic¬ 
ies, if "victims" they can be called, have com¬ 
plained of job positions filled, or vacated, 
because of racial, religious, or sexist consid¬ 
erations - but the complaints were never "for 
the record” since, as evidenced by Smith's ov¬ 
erheard remark, they feared they might not be 
accepted in future attempts to get county em¬ 
ployment regardless of qualifications* All ex¬ 
pressed fear of Smith's "power to hire or fire," 
a power he appeared last week to be weilding* 



The ONLY Candidate 
who can devote his 
FULL TIME working 
for YOU ! 

"Yes. I can and will work full time as your 
Inyo County Supervisor. I have no banking or 
development companies, or other outside 
Interests that might compromise the office," 

ELECT 

MOE JACOBSON 

Supervisor, District 3 
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The role of the Board of Supervisors in "general law" counties such as Inyo has 
changed considerably from some 20'basic functions to responsibility for the performance 
of more than 900 inter-governmental functions. 

Problems posed by the increase in the numbers and comolexity of county functions 
make policy determination the crucial activity of the Board of Suoervisors. Most count¬ 
ies in California, including Invo, found that creation of the administrative officer do- 
sition under the authority of Section 25203 of the California Government Code defined a 
person whose duties and responsibilities were to assist the board of suoervisors in 
their fact-findinq Drocesses. The success of the administrative officer is larnely dep¬ 
endent upon his and the board's concept of the scope of his position. By action of the 
state legislature in 1965, the CAO was made "an officer of the county." This leaislation 
permits the board to make the officer (CAO) the head of the administrative branch of 
county government, responsible to the board for the proper administration of all affairs 
of the county, yet it does not prevent the board from circumscribing the duties of the 
position. , V 

Inyo County created the office of the "County Administrator" by Ord. 5781, 19571 


Sections: 
2.0S.010 
2.08.020 
2.08.030 
. 2.08.040 

2.08.050 
' 2.08.060 


COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR 


Office created—Appointment, 
Administrative supervision. 
Powers and duties. 

Budget—Procedure—Duties. 
Official cooperation. 

Decision appeal. 


2.08.010 Office created—Appointment. 

A. There is created in the county the office which shall be 
known and designated as that of “county administrator.” 

B. The position of county administrator shall be filled by 
appointment by the board of supervisors, at a salary to be 
set by the board. 

C. No member of the board of supervisors of the county, 
during the term for which he has been elected or appointed 
or for one year thereafter, shall be eligible for appointment 
as county administrator. (Ord. 57«§ 1, 1957.) 


2.08.020 Administrative supervision. 

The county administrator shall supervise, for the board of 
supervisors, the administration of all departments, districts, 
institutions, services, commissions and personnel of the county 
over which the board has responsibility and control. In 
addition, the county administrator shall act as the 
administrative officer for the board to enforce all rules, 
regulations and ordinances which it has the power to apply to 
departments, districts, institutions, commissions, services and 
personnel, elective and appointive. (Ord. 57 § 2, 1957.) 


2.08.030 Powers and duties. 

The county administrator shall have file following powers, 
duties and responsibilities: 

A. To recommend an annual county budget and to exercise 
continuous budgetary control, as set forth in Section 
2.08.040; 

B. To require reports of departmental activities when necessary 
to the accomplishment of his duties; 

C. To recommend desirable rearrangements of departments 
. and functions, and to recommend improved forms and 

procedures; 

D. To represent the county in its intergovernmental 
relationships when so authorized by the board of 
supervisors; 

E. To conduct research into administrative practices; 


(Continued to next page) 
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COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR, Continued 


F. To recommend a long term plan of capital improvements-, 

with accompanying financial . plans for their 
accomplishments; : 

G. To direct such central administrative services as may be 
found to be desirable, including the maintenance of 
buildings and grounds, the maintenance and control of 
transportation, the maintenance of central office services, 
including personnel and equipment; 

H. To supervise and direct the purchase of certain property, 
equipment and supplies as directed by the board of 
supervisors; 

I. To perform such other duties as he may be directed or 
authorized to perform by the board of supervisors; provided 
however, that no provision of this chapter shall be deemed 
to grant any power to, or impose any duty upon the county 
administrator which is in conflict with any power or duty 
vested by law in any other department, district, institution, 
board, commission or personnel of the county; 

J. To administer the general policies of the board of 
supervisors, and shall employ such assistants and employees 
as he deems necessary, subject to the approval of the board 
of supervisors. (Ord. 57 § 3, 1957.) 

(Inyo County 3*1 5-77) 


...is really no issue at 


This factual presentation of the duties of the 
county administrator and the laws governing the county 
administrator brought to the people of Inyo County by 

WILMA MUTH 

Supervisor, District 3 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes comment and letters relevant to publ 

issues, and the editors will publish those considered 
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timely. Host likely to be published are those letters of 200 words or less, and 
those with concise viewpoints • Writers should address their statements to PO 
Box 5.72, Independence, 93526, NEWS-LETTER reminds its readers that publication 
of a letter in no way implies that the editors necessarily agree with its content . 



THE JARVIS-GANN INITIATIVE: A POSITION 
STATEMENT FROM THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS 

Eastern Sierra Ilews Service: 

The League of Women Voters of California 
has joined a statewide coalition - NO on 13 
Committee - working to defeat the Jarvis-Gann 
Tax Limitation Initiative# The League position 
on government revenues, the property tax and 
assessment practices, and constitution place 
the LWVC in opposition to the proposed consti¬ 
tutional amendment* 

The LWC Government Revenues position 
calls for ’’support of measures to assure ade¬ 
quate revenues to meet the changing needs for 
state and local government services" and for 
legislative control of tax sources, rates and 
exemptions." Objectives of the position in¬ 
clude assuring adequate revenue by "providing 
a variety of revenue sources for local govern¬ 
ments" and assuring flexibility of revenues by 
seeing that local governments "have enough con¬ 
tr ol over local tax rates to enable them to 
meet locally determined needs*" 

Adoption of Proposition 13 would cut sup¬ 
port of local governments by $7 to $8 billion 
statewide while the measure's provisions per¬ 
taining to voting procedures would make it more 
difficult to provide alternative revenues. It 
would place in the state constitution severe 
restraints on local government control of fin¬ 
ancing. 

The LWVC Property Tax/Assessment Prac¬ 
tices position says that "like properties 
should be treated uniformly" when assessed for 

taxation, but Proposition 13 would create dif¬ 

fering assessments for like properties based 
on date of purchase or new construction. This 
position's objectives say that "market value 
should continue to be the standard for assess¬ 
ments" and call for "regular, frequent reap¬ 
praisal" of property. 

Lack of adequate definition and lack of 
clarity on specifics of implementation make 
Proposition 13 a poorly written and often am¬ 
biguous amendment, so ambiguous that expensive 
court challenges are already being planned. 

The measure runs counter to the goal of "an 
orderly and simplified State Constitution 11 em¬ 

bodied in the LWVC Constitution position, ■which 
includes an objective calling for "opposition 
to constitutional provisions which delineate 
tax sources and rates.",If this initiative 
should become an amendment, it could only be 
repealed by another amendment passed by the 
entire electorate. 

LWVC supports sensible property tax . 
reform. The League believes that the local 
costs of state-mandated health and welfare 
programs and the primary costs of local schools 
should be removed from the property tax. The 
shift of fiscal responsibility to the state 
for these programs of statewide benefit would 
result in substantial reduction of local prop¬ 
erty tax bills. 

-League of 'Women Voters 
Bishop 


(Editors’ Note: NEWS-LETTER is havvy to pre¬ 
sent, in the column at left, the vosition of 
the League of Women Voters - especially so, 
in view of the fact that the League has lit¬ 
tle or no budget for the purchase of politi¬ 
cal advertising. NEWS-LETTER will also mtb- 
lish, at no cost, the statements of cnjali.f- 
ied versons holding an opposing view. The 
editors find rrvjch of value in the League’s 
argument against Jarvis ; however, they also 
believe that the League, and other ovponents 
of Provosition 13, have missed, or failed to 
elaborate upon, much °f the ''real" motiva¬ 
tion behind the initiative: public frustration 
to unresponsive - and, we might add., unprod¬ 
uctive - government run wild. Recent media 
polls have indicated that, at present, Jarvis 
is enjoying a strong lead in California, and 
that many people are unconcerned with -the 
points so well presented by the League and 
others. Many people feel that the only way 
the public can somehow regain control of a 
bureaucracy that is supposed to serve, but 
has instead begun to master, is to cut off 
its source. Even now, public officials have 
little to tell us except that they must cut 
back on services - and on education. Recent 
history indicates they ’ve already done that, 
so, in the words of many property owners and 
wage earners, what have we got to lose? As 
yet, no officeholder, sweating in •the face 
of Jarvis, has indicated he will work harder 
or more efficiently, or that he will teach 
youngsters how to become at 1 least minimally 
literate. Government would have little to 
fear from its distrusting public if it be¬ 
came less sensitive to self-preservation and 
special interests, and began, seriously, to 
LISTEN and to act intelligently. Unfortunate¬ 
ly, however, we find.that in the Statehouse - 
and in the local Courthouse, too - that erven 
with the threat of Jarvis it is "politics as 
usual." A’lot of people, not necessarily in¬ 
cluding the editors, feel that Jarvis may in 
fact be their last chance to regain control 
over a government they once had some say in.) 

SUBSCRIBE NOW 

To make sure you receive the NEWS-LETTER 
regularly, fill out and mail the subscription 
blank below. NOW AT LOWER RATES. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

"Knight Manor" restaurant-bar complex creates 
"a commercial business in a totally residential 
area," sixteen Big Pine residents have appeal¬ 
ed a Planning Commission decision to- okay the 
liquor license Knight applied for. They brought 
their appeal to Independence, filing it •with 
the county clerk's office on May 3 for study by 
the supervisors. The complainants claim there 
is a great difference between the private club 
Knight had proposed and the "public" club now 
allowed under the commission-approved license. 

* The neve appeal was not the first opposition in 
the Knight Manor issue. The developer has en- 

{ countered problems all along the way, first 
with the planning commission, then with county 
red-tape, and it appears Knight's headaches 
are not over. 

MORE LEGAL HEADACHES, TOO, FOR BISHOP'S UNION 
Carbide plant. Following a fish & Game Depart¬ 
ment investigation of Union Carbide's recent a- 
cid spill into Fine Creek, the district attor¬ 
ney's office has filed a formal complaint. Of¬ 
ficials of the company, or their representat¬ 
ives, are to appear in Inyo Justice Court on 
May 2h. Also looking into UC's acidic problems: 
the Lahontan Water Board and Inyo's County 
Health department. Their chief concern, and the 
ongoing concern.of UC's downstream neighbors, 
is the need for an alarm system or arrangement 
that would provide warning to everyone on the 
creek should the mishap occur again. 

OLANCHA'S TRACEY THORNBURGH SLATER, one of the 
county's top horsewomen, will mount up again 
this year to try for a third first-place win 
in the Mt. Whitney ^O-mile endurance race that 
takes place over a rugged course in the Alaba¬ 
ma Hills and Sierra foothills area. The race 
is sponsored annually by the Arabian Horse 
Club at Lone Pine. Not far away, another race, 
and on the same day, this Saturday. That one 
is the Death Valley-to-Mt. Whitney run, now a 
sweaty, uphill bicycle challenge that takes 
its riders - those that survive - to the Whit- 
ney Portal area. Both races are attracting 
riders - and media attention - flora over the 
state and nation. 

THE DISTRICT ATTORNEY IS MIFFED after the rej¬ 
ection of his proposal to set aside a "fixed 

* spot" for him in the board of supervisors' 
weekly agenda. Administrator Smith, his reas- 

* ons unexplained, said he felt there was "no 
justification" for Gibbons being a regular ag¬ 
enda item. He said the DA can schedule meetings 
v.ith the board "like any other department head 
or official" and that emergency items can be 
taken up as necessary. Gibbons, to no avail, 
argued that a "fixed spot" is more efficient, 
"especially concerning timely matters," and 
that his "emergency" matters with the board us¬ 
ually deal with "DWP-orianted" matters. ' 

THE DWP-AS-SY/INGER posed a situation more lud¬ 
icrous than bothersome this past weekend to 
Inyo's League of Women voters as they look on 
amazed at the antics of some DWP public relat¬ 
ions men pursuing, if not indeed panting after, 
sbtnd attractive southland League members visit¬ 
ing here on a DWP-sponsored tour. At the re¬ 


quest of the State League that wanted to look 
further into the Inyo water issue, the tour 
was arranged for nearly 30 women who departed 
Los Angeles by bus on Friday, and were taken 
through the usual tour afforded most of DWP's 
visiting VIP's. The visitors were reportedly 
"impressed" and, according to local League 
sources, gained a new appreciation for the In¬ 
yo League anti-DWP position in the valley. 

Most impressed, however, was "an attractive 
29 or 30-year-old woman in a bare-backed dress," 
a member of the San Diegito League who got 
more than the usual share of DWP PR attention 
"throughout the whole evening" from Mel Blev¬ 
ins , according to at least three members of 
the local league who said Sunday that "It was 
not in very good taste. Blevins (the DWP's 
head-of-tour) and the lady were beside one an¬ 
other all evening, until we later got her a— 
way from him at a party. Several people had ask¬ 
ed if that was Mrs. Blevins. She isn't. Mrs. 
Blevins obviously didn't come on the tour." 
After the party at a private residence in Bish¬ 
op - to which other DWP men were not invited - 
Blevins and the young woman were taken to Y/his- 
key Creek, a local restaurant and bar, "for a 
drink they said they wanted." But if Blevins 
had perpetrated a breach of Bishop's acceptab¬ 
le social mores, the young woman was guilty 
in'the eyes of the decorous local League, of 
a far worse faux van: "Her sympathies," said 
one Inyo League official, "were clearly not 
with the League." And if the tour's mini-scan¬ 
dal was not enough to titillate the local 
league members, the tour's over-all impact was. 
"The state league," reported Cindy O'Connor, 
Inyo League president, "had thought we were a 
lot of mavericks up here and had been over¬ 
concerned with the water situation. Nobody has 
figured out why the DWP would go to the expense 
of motel rooms for 30, dinner and entertain¬ 
ment for two nights, just to bring the state 
League over to agreeing with us on the BY/? is¬ 
sue." Well, maybe even the austere and regi¬ 
mented DWP lads are vulnerable to a weekend 
in the mountains - with a lady in a bare-back 
dress. "Blevins rode all the way from L.A. 
with her, chatting and-laughing in the back of 
the bus. We don't know where they went after 
they left Whiskey Creek." Maybe for another 
look at the aqueduct? 

"I'M VOTING FOR JARVIS," SCRIBBLED ONE INYO 
taxpayer on his county tax bill. Several oth¬ 
ers noted "Paid under protest," but the great 
majority of the county's property owners have 
been quick to pay up. The delinquency figure 
for Inyo is probably "the lowest in the state," 
says a spokesman-in the county collector's of¬ 
fice. 

THE INYO SUPERVISORS ARE DIVIDED IN THEIR VIEW 
on the cruelly painful leg-hold traps used by 
many "sportsmen" to capture animals - in Inyo 
County a profitable pastime for those blood¬ 
thirsty enough to run traplines that net them 
coyote pelts worth up to or more. The sups 
decided to ride the fence on a petition for an 
initiative to outlaw the traps, although sev¬ 
eral states have already put such initiatives 
on their ballots. Bruce Ivey of the Inyo-Mono 
Pish and Game Advisory Commission had asked 

(More NE7/3 BRIEFS, Page 12) 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

the supervisors' support in his opposition to 
the initiative proposal. Supervisor Johnny 
Johnson made a motion to adopt the resolution 
opposing an anti-trap initiative; London and 
McDonald abstained; Muth voted yes; Engel, no. 
Some of the supervisors-are privately against 
hunting and trapping in any form. 

AN "EAR" IS FOREST SERVICE BUREAUC RATESS FOR 
Environmental Assessment Report, and that's 
what the Forest Service will be making on the 
plan to destroy a number of private homes west 
of Independence located on what many of their 
owners thought to be 99—year leases with the 
Forest Service. The area under question - "Sev¬ 
en Fines" - may be bulldozed out of existence 
by 1980 unless the owners can persuade the For¬ 
est Service that there is no real need for an¬ 
other campground, -which the Forest Service has 
in mind. One lessee complained that "What tears 
us up is that they don't need it, but want to 
take it anyway." Another suggested that the 
news service "take a look at the history of 
dealings between Seven Pines people and USFS." 
But the men in green are moving ahead with the 
EAR, to be completed in July, or "September at 
the latest." 

TWO MEN WERE JAILED TWO WEEKS AGO FOR KIDNAF- 
ping and assault. They claimed another fellow, 
their alleged victim, had stolen money from a 
girl friend. This week the victim, an employe 
at Death Vallqy, was in jail - for a narcotics 
charge o -- - - 
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MOSQUITOES, Continued * , - 
The control program's Kathy Dunham said DWP 
went so far as to volunteer a vehicle to help 
in the work, "but the driver is down south and 
not available in the Owens Valley." 

Present areas of mosquito concentration 
are Bishop and Lone Fine, along the bottom¬ 
lands of the Owens River. Why so few of them in 
the Independence area? "Dats," answers Dunham, 
who points out that large numbers of the bats 
live in nearby mine shafts and caves, and that 
their nightly forays cut down on mosquito in¬ 
festations. V 

The county administration has offered a 
little additional help - $1100 which might pro- ’ 
vide the cost of another worker. Dunham says 
the health department is hoping for a CETA em¬ 
ployee . 

Someone proposed breeding bats to combat 
the mosquitoes in bad years. A good idea, av¬ 
ers Dunham, but the rabies control people tend 
to hold other views of rabies-susceptible bats 
vrhich last year caused several alarms after 
bouts with housecats which later contracted 
the deadly disease. 

Meanwhile, thanks to cold weather, the 
telephone calls to the health department have 
slacked off® Says Dunham: "They're not up and 
flying, but they're just waiting." One solut¬ 
ion: implantation of mosquito-eating fish in 
some accessible ponds and sloughs, but these 
are little more than a stop-gap measure* Not 
until the helicopters start flying once more 
can the health department workers hope to ini¬ 
tiate any kind of extensive controls. - 
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